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AN   EMBLEM   OF  EMPIRE 


IT  IS  IMPOSSIBLE  fur  any  more  Londoner  to 
experience  the  sense  of  loss,  not  to  say  of  utter 
vacuity,  which  oppresses  the  average  Imperial 
peripatetic,  when,  for  the  first  time  (and,  perhaps, 
for  all  times  thereafter),  he  goes  to  his  Imperial 
Mecca,  as  every  right-minded,  outlying  Briton  hopes 
to  do  at  least  once  before  he  dies,  and  failing  this, 
some,  I  dare  say,  hope;  to  do  afterwards.  How  many 
have  been  the  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands,  and 
for  how  long  a  time  have  these  denizens  of  the  Outer 
Empire  made  their  pilgrimages  ovci-  land  and  sea,  to 
the  oi>a([ue  atmospheres  of  their  holy  places,  only 
with  a  sense  of  bitter  disappointment,  to  wander 
helplessly  and  hopelessly  looking  for  a  shrine.  We 
have  gone  to  the  Abbey,  or  St.  Paul's,  and  have  been 
subdued  by  the  an  hitectural  emblems  of  a  Nation's 
as] )i rations— built  in  stone.  We  have  gone  to  West- 
minster, and  have  found  the  noble  piles  which  stand 
as  emblems  of  the  gifts  of  :Magna  Chavta,  realized  in 
representative  government— that  .s  to  say,  repre- 
sentative for  the  space  of  a  few  hundred  miles  from 
its  storied  walls.  We  have  gone  to  the  grey  and 
smoky  city,  and  with  more  oi-  less  of  awe  have  looked 
upon  the  flat  and  smudgy  building  whose  roof  covers 
the  hoards  of  England,  and  we  have  been  inclined  to 
reverse  the  ancient  saying  of  a  good  book,  and  de- 
clare that  "where  the  heart  is,  there  the  treasure  is 
also."  We  liave  stood  under  the  shaft  of  Trafalgar, 
and  we  have  looked  up  to  the  mute  figure  of  one 
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whose  voict'h'ss  incssauc  in  that  one  hatth-  on  the  sea 
won  the  Outer  Kmpire  for  Hritain,  and  that  oin-  shij) 
determined  that  battle,  and  that  was  tin-  shii>  whieh 
lield  Nelson. 

Here  in  the  hnsy  and  ancient  Capital  are  a  few 
of  the  Nation's  reniiiuh-rs  whieli  onr  forebears  have 
])etritied.  as  it  were,  and  i)ass<'d  on  in  silent  forms 
of  stone  to  the  t^eneiations  whieh  have  followed 
them — **L<'st  we  for;,'et." 

Bnt  the  Empire  is  withimt  a  Home.  It  is  without 
m«»mnnent  or  symbolism.  It  is  without  si;;n  or 
end)lem.  There  is  no  one  Thini-  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth  symbolical  of  Imperial  Tnity  of  Imperial  dij^- 
iiity.  \Ve  have  neither  s(»n<>  nor  <lream  nor  i)oem 
which  a  Sir  Christopher  Wren  mij4l»t  have  wrought 
into  some  d<'athless  form  to  stand  in  place  of  the 
(ireat  Emptiness,  and  which  once  and  for  all,  and 
now  and  for  all  tinu'  might  utter  the  aspirations  of 
the  Democratic  Imperialism  of  the  British  race,  and 
which  might  become  tlie  greatest  imaginable  factor 
in  the  creation  and  culture  of  the  "Empire  habit  of 
mind."  It  is  a  significant  (tversight  that  before  the 
brilliant  conception  of  Lord  (Jrey,  no  Briton  had  ever 
before  dreamed  the  dream  to  enshrine  in  some  form 
of  hnperishable  beauty  the  ade(iuate  Emblem  of  that 
larger  dream  of  the  British  race  which  has  found 
reality  in  the  gr(>atest  political  aggregation  the 
W(trld  has  ever  seen. 

If  the  British  Empire,  then,  is  a  reality,  and  if 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  Imperial  miity,  or  if  there 
ought  to  be,  is  it  less  than  tragi<'  that  the  world  is 
confronted  with  evidence  of  the  Empire's  loose- 
jointedness  and  of  the  inorganic  juxtapositions  of  so 
many  of  its  unrelated  parts,  and  that  there  is  no 
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substantial  and  cuiu-rot*"  cvidt-n.',.  in  tho  hniM'iia! 
<'apital  of  that  .»i-y:ani('  unity  whirh  marks  th»'  direc- 
tion and  aim  of  our  j)n's«'nt  dovolopim.iit  i 

And  is  it  not  sufficiently  ol>vi<»us  that  those  hen<'- 
lits  are  incomparahh'  which  will  accrue  to  Imi«'rial 
organization  in  the  psychological  aid.  at  the  j.svch.*- 
lojjical  moment,  to  be  y^xwu  in  the  organization 
under  <.ne  palatial  ro<,f  of  its  official  and  economic 
and  political  insi;r„ja  /  f,,  the  focussing;  i,,  one  archi- 
tectural masteri)iece  of  the  aims  and  hopes  and  as- 
l)irations  of  Britannia  Oversi-as/ 

The  visitinj;  Briton  lias  nothinjr  t,>  eompiain  of 
m  the  hospitality  acc.uded  to  him  on  the  part  of  his 
I.<»ndon  kinsman,  lie  has  joined  the  clubs  and  insti- 
tutes of  the  metroi)olis,  and  these,  while  not  alto- 
j,'i'ther  inclusive,  have  interests  and  connections  as 
wide  as  the  Empire  itself.  But  Vacuitv  itself,  j,^ap- 
nifr  wide,  has  everywhere  stared  hinl  in  the  face 
where  the  gi-eat  Tmpei-ial  Thinjr  „„j^,ht  t„  be.  There 
has  b(H.n  iiothini,'  to  appeal  to  his  Imperial  conscious- 
ness— nothing  to  satisfy  his  Inipenal  pride.  And, 
after  all,  it  is  somethiuf;  to  create  and  nourish  the 
"Empire  habit  of  mind;"  is  it  not  als<»  verv  much 
worth  while  to  appeal  to  the  Imperial  imajrination— 
somethiiijr  to  cultivate  also  the  i)ride  of  Empire  f 

The  Britannic  Dominions  are  j^rowing  more 
rapidly  than  our  thouj,dit  of  them.  Our  very  deeds 
are  overtaking  our  wildest  dreams.  Time  and  cir- 
cumstance are  tumbling  over  each  other  in  the  mad 
race  of  modernity  and  this  poor  halting  and  c(»n- 
servative  intellect  of  ours  is  only  half  making  up  its 
mind  t<.  follow  and  see  what  the  blind  god  Chance 
is  doing  with  us.  We  have  something  to  do  in  keep- 
ing up  with  events,  but  we  have  more  to  do  if  we  are 
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t<»  uiKlt'istand  and  ^'iiich'  tli<iii.     One  thiiij;  is  cfi- 
taiii:   we  air  ^,M•o\\ill^'  in  wealth  and  i>o|Milati<tn  and 
ini|M.itanc<'  and  piidr.    W*-  an-  hcyiiniin^'  tu  applaud 
the  oiatnrs  who  stand  up  and  t«'ll   us  we  are  no 
longer    ni'y:li}4:il»lc.     We    suhsciilu'    for    tl'*-    papers 
wliieh  make  diseonrse  upon  the  siyniHean<'e  of  (tur 
waxing  wealth  and  p<.wer.     Hut  then  we  know  al- 
ready that  we  have  not  stopped  j,nowinjf  and  liave 
had  no  intention  of  stopjdnK.    Whatever  may  be  the 
satisfaction  with  wliieh  we  view  tlie  prouder  emi- 
nene<'s  of  our  m(»st  pn'.iseworthy  aeliicvi-ments  it  is 
neulij>il>le  besides  the  smile  we  wear  when  wv  eon- 
template  what  we  are  p.in^-  to  (h».     Imagine,  then, 
the  .j(.lt  at  oju-  sorest  plaee  when  we  are  suddeidy 
arrested  upon  the  streets  (»f  L<»ndon— one  lu'gs  to 
state  here  that  it  is  not  a  eontirmed  habit  of  ours  to 
be  arrested  on  the  streets  of  Lonrh.n— but  I  remem- 
ber distinctly  havini-'  several  times  been  arrested  by 
s(»me  little  grocer's  window  in  tlu'  Strand  or  Trafal- 
gar Sijuare  or  elsewhere  with  a  British  Columbia  or 
Ontario  or  Khodesian  exhibit— «»r  indeed  a  Dominion 
of  Canada  exhibit,  all  very  useful  in  their  way,  no 
doubt,  but  wliich  1  venture  to  say  the  green-grocers 
of  AI(.ose  Jaw  or  Medicine  Hat  would  eclipse  with- 
out a  struggle,  and  take  the  blue  riblx.n  from  the 
agricultural  committees  of  any  county  fair  on  the 
N(»rth  American  continent.    If  it  is  not  a  few  barrels 
of  apples  or  a  pile  of  jiumpkius  or  a  stack  of  straw, 
it  will  be  a  row  of  b(»ttles  full  <»f  preserved  fruits 
which  will  rt'mind  you  «»f  the  shelves  upon  which 
you  have  just  seen  the  pickled  baby  monkey  in  the 
^r  'dical  Museum. 

If  we  have  (.ccasion  to  go  to  the  offices  of  the 
Lord  High  ronnnissi(.ner  of  the  (ireat  Dominion  of 
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Caiiiula  \v«'  may  find  them  in  diuKy  quartiTs  liaiipily 
lii(l<l«ii  "far  from  tin-  madding  «'n»\vd." 

After  playiiij;  a  Kamc  of  blind  man's  huff  with 
scvcial   remoti'  advci-tiscmcJits,  a  jiuid«'  hook  and 
four  policfnu-n,  you  have  found  it — and  what  liave 
you  founds    Somethinj;  to  make  you  proud  of  your 
country,  no  douht.  Well,  yes,  if  you  hav<'  found  the 
<  'onunissioner  in.    He  wotiUl  dignify  a  smoky  teepee, 
and  a  red  l>lank<'t  on  the  wihh-st  shores  of  Hudson's 
Bay.    Hut  it  is  not  likely  that  we  shall  he  served  .so 
forever,  for  tlu-n*  is  hut  one  Stratheona.    liut  there 
are  plenty  of  tinaneial  or  eonnnereial  institutions  in 
the  ninth  rate  towns  of  the  Canadian  prairie  who-e 
managers  are  hetter  hou.sed.     Life  is  too  short  to 
indulj>;e  the  luxury  of  the  computations  nec<'ssary  to 
^'iv<'  any  «>ne  a  clear  idea  of  how  lonj;  it  W(»uld  take 
an  averaj^e  Briti.sh  C'olumhian  visiting  in  J.ondon, 
if  he  really  wanted  to  tind  out  .st^nethinjji;  .ihout  the 
Empire,  to  locate?  and  make  the  ntunds  of  the  several 
offices  and  exhihits  and  headcpiarters  of  the   !)<►- 
minions  and  Provinces   and   Dependencies,    which 
s(»me  day  s«)me  enterprisinj;  visitor  may  he  hold 
enough  to  do.    Of  course,  nohody  thinks  of  visiting 
his  Dominion  or  Provincial  ^'headquarters"  when  in 
Jiondon  unless  there  is  somethinj^  like  necessity  for 
so  doinj;.    The  consequence  is  a  profound  ij;iioranee 
on  the  part  of  most  of  us  as  to  what  ilie  rest  of  the 
Empire  is  doinji;  and  hopinji:  to  do,  except  when  we 
read  in  a  few  of  the  papers  interested  in  the  suhjeet, 
and  except  for  the  intermittent  potato  piles  and  the 
desult(»ry  sejuash. 

What  a  i)itiful  exhibition  of  the  Imperial  pride 
and  oonsciousness!  AMiat  an  anti-climax  for  all  our 
vain-glory!    Behold  the  n(»te  and  token  of  our  Im- 
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jx'i-ial  (MdiscioiisiU'SH!    Have  we  nut  put  onr  talent  in 
a  napkin — and  a  paper  <>ne  at  that? 

Karl  (Jrey  describes  the  scheme  for  creatinji  the 
building  in  Aldwych,  and  outlines  his  ideas  of  the 
form  it  should  take: 

"The  l)omini(»n  House  should  rival  in  grandeur 
the  Houses  of  Parliument.  At  one  time  it  appeared 
desirable  that  the  building  should  culminate  in  a 
dome,  for  the  dome  is  thr  architectural  symbol  of  the 
Church  and  of  the  Empire.  The  idea  of  the  dome  of 
Empire  resting  tirndy  ui)on  the  foundati<»n  of  the 
four  self-governing  Dominions  was  singularly  at- 
tractive. Apart.  h(t\vever,  fr(»m  the  inad\isability 
of  erecting  a  new  dome  in  citmpetition  with  the  nobk» 
dome  of  St.  Paul's,  a  little  reflection  showed  that,  as 
tlu'  building  should  be  devoted  to  practical  purpobes. 
and  as  a  d(»me  lends  itself  rather  to  contemplation 
than  to  economic  use,  the  l)uilding  might  more  ad- 
vantageously culminate  in  a  huge  British  central 
tower,  like  the  Victoria  Tower  of  Westminster, 
which,  100  or  120  feet  scjuare,  might  rise  from  the 
centre  of  the  roof. 


Roof  Garden 

"The  roof  might  be  a  flat  one,  and  it  might  be 
converted  into  a  two  and  one-half  acres  of  roof  gar- 
den, which,  situated  100  feet  above  the  turmoil  of 
the  Strand,  would  become  one  of  the  greatest  attrac- 
tictns  of  London.  This  central  tower  might  be  used 
for  the  purpose  of  an  hotel  in  which  the  official  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Dominions  might  have  preferential 
rights. 

"Ambassadors  are  able  to  entertain  and  lodge 
Kings  and  Emperors  at  their  official  residences.  The 
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Dominion  representatives  shituld  Ik"  able  to  dispense 
hospitality  to  the  most  eminent  men  whom  they  wish 
to  honor. 

"This  huj^e  palatial  building  would  have  to  meet 
not  only  the  oflfice  requirements  of  the  Dominion 
Governments  and  of  the  jjreat  eonmiereial  corpora- 
tions of  the  Dominion,  but  it  should  also  become  a 
great  Imperial  business  centre  and  Intelligence  De- 
partment, a  social  centre  or  club,  a  clearing  house  of 
Imperial  thought,  and  an  imporiant  comiecting  link 
between  the  Motherland  and  the  great  Daughter 
States. 

"It  should  contain  a  spacious  banqueting  cham- 
ber, a  theatre  and  lecture  hall,  a  good  library  and 
reading  room.  The  theatre  and  hn-ture  hall  might 
serve  the  important  purpose  of  spreading  a  better 
knowledge  of  the  Dominions  among  the  British  j)eo- 
ple  by  suitable  entertainments.  On  the  gritund  floor 
of  the  building  there  might  be  pennaneut  and  tem- 
porary exhibitions  of  Dominion  jjroduce,  which 
should  stimulate  business  between  Great  and 
(ireater  Britain. 

"The  Dominion  House,  lying  in  the  very  centre 
of  London,  would  attract  not  only  the  serious  stu- 
dent, but  also  the  casual  passer-by.  Its  beauty  and 
grandeur  would  arrest  his  attention  and  induce  in- 
quiry. Strolling  up  the  Strand  on  the  way  to  the 
theatre.  National  (Jallery,  the  Houses  of  Parliament, 
or  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  he  would  be  arrested  b\  that 
magniflcent  building;  he  would  enter  it,  and  the 
pictures,  diagrams,  and  the  exhibits  of  Dominion 
produce  displayed  would  give  him  a  g<M^d  idea  of  the 
Dominions,  and  if  he  should  be  a  business  man,  .hat 
short  visit  might  lead  to  business. 
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Commercial  Museum 

"The  Doiuinioii  House  would  not  only  serve  as  a 
eoniiectiiig  link  between  the  J)oniinion  producers 
and  home  consumers.  It  would  also  serve  as  a  eom- 
mercial  nnisenm  and  as  the  informati(»n  office  for 
British  manufactui-ers.  The  two-and-a-half-acre 
basement  mif-ht  contain  a  pennanent  exhibition  of 
the  manufactured  aitides  s(»ld  in  the  Dominions, 
sucli  as  hardware,  machines,  electi-ical  tittinj^s,  wear- 
ing;- ai»j)ai'cl,  etc.,  includiu"'-  i)articularly  articles  now- 
sold  by  foreign  countries. 

"London  is  S(»  poor  in  yi-eat  architectural  monu- 
ments that  it  would  be  a  calamity,"  concludes  L(»rd 
(irey,  "if  the  opportunity  of  acquiring  this  unique 
site,  and  of  erecting-  thereon  a  monument  of  Empire 
should  be  lost,  if  on  the  site  should  spring  up  a  gaudy 
international  hotel,  <»r  an  assembly  of  theatres  and 
shops.  I  see  in  the  vacant  Aldwych  site  a  great  Im- 
perial opportunity,  which,  once  l<»st,  will  b.'  lost  for- 
ever." 

The  project  of  the  Dominion  House  involves  the 
establishment  over  and  above  all  else  of  a  (Vntre  of 
Welcome,  as  the  Daily  Telegraph  felicitously 
l>hrases  it.  wliich  should  be  the  architectural  master- 
piece of  the  British  Kmpire. 

lleic  ujton  two  and  one-half  acres  and  under  one 
ro<»f  it  is  ])rop(»sed  that  the  Empire;  erect  a  structure 
wliich  may  be  the  lionie  not  only  <»f  all  the  <»fficiald(mi 
of  Dominions  and  Provinces,  ])ut  of  a  permanent  ex- 
hibition of  the  products  of  the  Outer  Empiir  and  of 
the  industries  of  the  home  land.  Here,  doubtless, 
would  1)e  one  place  to  v»hich  any  Britannic  visitor 
might  go  and  read  the  paper  fn-m  his  own  home 
town  or  write  a  letter  in  a  i^lace  of  his  own  on  some- 
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thing  of  his  own,  to  those  also  who  own  it  far,  far 
away.  Vastly  nioie  than  an  Imperial  Department 
Store  would  be  the  aggregation  of  raw  materials  and 
finished  products,  and  sami^les  of  the  natural  re- 
sources from  all  the  outlying  British  possessions. 
Among  other  things  this  would  he  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  a  Museum  of  the  Economic  (Jeography  of 
the  Empire,  and  as  well  an  Imperial  Board  of  Trade 
and  Chamber  of  Connnerce.  Here  on  the  same  two 
and  a  half  acres  also  would  be  h(»used  all  the  J^ord 
High  Commissioners.  Here  would  be  all  the  Agents 
(leneral,  all  the  Emigration  and  Inunigration  Com- 
missioners, and,  let  it  be  hoped,  room  enough  for  a 
Conunissioner  of  "Migration  Within  the  Empire," 
a\vaiti)ig  the  day  when  we  are  intelligent  enough  to 
realize  its  imperative  need.  Here  might  all  the 
Royal  Commissions  sit  which  are  to  deal  with  purely 
Imperial  subjects  and  interests.  Here,  too,  let  then; 
be  a  noble  hall  for  the  first  Imperial  Parliament  and 
the  Imperial  (Utvernment  (should  we  ever  liave 
one)  and  should  we  not  after  all  determine  to  move 
the  Capitol  of  f]mi>ire  to  Vanc(;uver. 

In  Lord  (irey's  project  of  ihe  Dominion  House 
is  to  be  found  a  respoTise  to  a  long-felt  need,  th<'  im- 
portance of  which  no  man  can  minimize  and  the 
utility  of  which  only  time  can  demonstrate.  Kather 
let  us  say  that  there  is  the  fulfilment  of  an  Imi)erial 
necessity  in  this  synthetic  idea,  on  both  the  senti- 
mental and  economic  side,  to  which  it  would  be  as 
difficult  to  find  one  valid  objecti<»n  as  it  would  be  to 
count  the  substantial  arguments  that  might  ])e 
brought  forward  to  justify  its  realization. 

It  is  an  anomalous  situation  that  long  before  this 
we  have  not  had  just  such  an  Imperial  Housing.  I 
am  sure  that  we  out  here  are  not  the  onlv  ones  who 
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iivv  not  proud  of  the  disjecta  iiu'inhra,  the  confusion 
and  cii-cmnfusion  in  the  Jnipeiial  Capital  of  the 
scattered  and  undif,niified  representations  of  oin-  Im- 
perial life;  n(»r  are  we  the  only  ones  to  \\h(»m  it  has 
occurred  that  we  have  condoned  these  unmistakable 
conditi(tns  of  racial  ineflBciency. 

This  one  aspect  of  the  pntject  should  appeal  to 
us,  then,  with  the  fjreater  cogency,  the  more  we 
think  about  it.  and  that  is  the  organization  and  cen- 
tralization of  headquarters  as  sympathetic  with  the 
idea  of  the  organization  and  centralizati<m  of  Em- 
pire. And  when  I  speak  of  the  centralization  of  Em- 
pire, I  hasten  in  this  modificati(m  to  insist  that  with 
centralization  nuist  always  be  local  autonomy  and 
Imi)erial  representation.  When  this  is  ddniitted, 
and  understood,  let  us  then  admit  and  understand 
that  the  Empire  cannot  exist  without  organization 
and  centralization.  Perhaps,  if  there  is  any  one  idea 
more  than  another  which  is  resixnisible  for  the  dii-ec- 
tion  (»f  the  greater  movements  of  modern  politics 
and  economics,  as  well,  it  is  the  idea  of  synthesis. 
Everywhere  we  see  si)ringing  up  as  if  from  seed 
widely  sown,  the  practical  fruits  of  the  idea  that 
more  is  to  be  accomplished  in  the  world  from 
uni(»n  than  through  separation;  more  by  working  to- 
gether than  by  working  against  each  other;  more  in 
the  organization  and  co-relation  and  co-ordination 
of  parts,  in  the  elimination  of  unnecessary  waste, 
and  in  the  addition  of  that  utility  and  efficiency 
which  comes  from  aggregation  of  assets,  and  from 
united  effort,  than  from  the  unintelligent  methods 
which  for  so  long  have  found  their  expression  in  the 
laisson-faire  doctrines  and  methods  of  an  inefficient 
age  which,  when  the  rest  of  the  world  was  less  effi- 
cient, enabled  our  race  to  "nuiddle  through." 
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There  is  no  nmii,  i)r()l)a))ly,  in  the  British  Empire, 
to  whom  it  has  not  occurred,  and  upon  whom  it  is 
not  thrust  with  fj;rowinfr  insistency,  that  the  vital 
Imi)erial  pro))lem  of  the  nu.ment  is  a  more  eflficient 
<.ri?anization  of  all  the  assets  of  Empire,  and  this  in- 
volves an  accurate  knowledge  of  our  palpable  w«'ak- 
nesses  no  less  than  a  realization  of  the  pressing  need 
of  a''  .ur  available  strength.  Without  doubt  we  are 
losin,;  the  hardness  that  made  the  race  of  nu'ii  that 
made  the  British  p]nipire. 

We  are  overwhelmed  with  the  luxury  of  long  and 
unquestioned  success,  and  success  is  enen-ating,  and 
we  are  losing  the  iron  in  our  blood,  and  the  initia- 
tive which  has  made  our  race  what  it  is.  We  are 
taking  too  much  for  granted.  We  are  saying  t(»  our- 
selves "Things  always  have  been  so,  and,  therefore, 
they  always  will  be  so."  There  are  serious  move- 
ments afoot  in  the  Outer  Empire  that  call  for  closer 
organization  and  a  more  efficient  Imperial  life.  No 
close  observer  can  fail  to  be  aware  of  the  presence 
in  the  Dtnninions,  and,  indeed,  in  (treat  Britain  it- 
self, of  those  widely  spread  centrifugal  forces,  which 
have  been  bequeathed  to  us  by  an  age  of  individual- 
ism, and  which  are  none  the  less  real  because  they 
have  not  yet  found  a  cogent  voice.  In  the  matter  of 
what  I  might  call  real  Imperial  patriotism,  also,  we 
are  taking  too  much  for  granted,  but  in  addition  to 
this  there  is  something  more  dangerous  yet  in  the 
apathy  on  the  part  of  large  numbers  who  acade- 
mically assent  to  Imperialistic  ((pinions,  and  every 
few  weeks  applaud  the  speakers  at  the  Canadian 
Clubs,  It  is  impossible  for  (Jreat  Britain  to  realize 
the  extent  to  which  the  most  of  the  people  of  the  new 
self-governing  states  are  absorbed  in  narrow  and 
selfish  tasks  of  their  own  muck-raking  pursuits,  and 
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on  the  tlic(»iy  that  two  bodies  cauiiot  occupy  the 
saiuc  jspacc  at  the  same  time,  these  honest  folk  are 
I(»sinj«  ])n]»lic  spirit  and  i)atri(>tisni  hy  sheer  force  of 
their  heinj>-  crowtled  out  by  meaner  tilings.  The  new 
watchwords  of  Britannia  just  now  should  be:  Orga- 
ni7.ati«.n,  and  Kffici<'ney,  and  Duty,  and  whatever  will 
tend  to  give  tangible  form  t<»  these  ideas  will  be  of 
vital  use  to  the  Empire. 

Notwithstanding  the  reproach  <»f  that  good  book 
which  inveighs  against  the  generatiou  which  "seek- 
eth  after  a  sign,"  there  are  s(.me  elements  in  the 
minds  of  most  of  us  (or  left  out  of  them),  which  seek 
and  need—  a  tangible  sha[)e  with  which  to  enform 
our  vaguer  thoughts.  We  want  pegs  to  hang  our 
thoughts  ou.  We  want  syuibols  to  clothe  our  aspira- 
tions in.  The  art  instinct  in  us  not  only  impels  us 
to  form  and  frame  the  essence  of  our  spiritual  life, 
but  we  have  iwit  ceased  to  draw  certain  inspiration 
from  what  other  men  have  thought  and  formed  and 
framed.  "There  is  no  m«»re  welcome  gift  to  man 
than  a  new  symbol,"  says  Kmerson,  and  this  Lord 
(Jrey  offers  us.  it  is  time  we  had  it.  Such  an  oppor- 
tunity has  come  oui-  way  but  once,  and  doubtless  will 
never  come  our  way  again  in  the  singular  appropri- 
ateness of  location,  and  in  the  apt  coincidence  of 
time  and  need.  !t  is,  withal,  so  simple,  so  obvious, 
so  ai)pro})riate  ;;;id  so  timely,  that  perhaps  our  first 
emotion  is  a  wonder  that  no  man  ever  thought  of  it 
beforj' — this  Emblem  of  Emi>ire — this  parable  in 
stone  of  Imperial  Unity  and  Efficiency. 

Lord  (irey  offers  us  what  Emerson  called  the 
"New  Symbol."  It  is  the  syuibol  (»f  Imperial  Effi- 
ciency through  Imperial  Synthesis.  The  very  es- 
sence of  ?^mpire  is  unity — not  uniformity,  but 
organic  unity — and  the  Embh'ui    of    Empire  must 
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spell  unity.  Soparation  is  the  instinct  of  the  indi- 
vidualist and  no  individualist  can  be  a  consistent  Ini- 
l)eiialist.  It  is  not  consonant  with  the  spirit  of  Em- 
pire to  Ret  as  far  away  from  each  other  as  we  can. 
The  spirit  of  Empir"  is  K<'ttinj;  toj^ether.  If  it  all 
means  aythinj,^— this  E.^.^Jre  of  ouis— and  if  there  is 
one  thouj,dit  underneath  and  throu};h  it  all  it  is  the 
thought  of  nmtuality  rather  than  division — co-opera- 
ti(»n  rather  tlian  competition — synthesis  ratlier  than 
diffusion.  In  short,  Imperial  efficiency  i.s  based  u\Hm 
the  centripetal  and  not  the  centrifugal  idea.  In  these 
days  of  exitansion  and  dispersion,  not  to  say  disinte- 
gration, I  know  of  nothing  that  more  completely  can 
meet  the  present  Imperial  need,  or  work  toward  a 
more  comprehensive  Imperial  purjiose  than  the  cen- 
tral organization  and  co-relation  and  housing  of  the 
scattered  ends  of  our  Imperial  life  and  thought  and 
giving  to  these  "airy  nothings"  a  "local  habitation 
and  a  name."  And  I  am  sure  that  the  Empire  for  all 
time  to  C(tme  would  hold  premiers  and  governments 
responsible,  should  they,  from  any  personal  or  other 
motive,  attempt  to  block  or  even  thwart  the  realiza- 
tion of  this  pressing  Imperial  necessity.  The  time 
has  come  for  us  to  adopt  some  new  watchwords  and 
perhaps  some  new  ideas.  Let  us  admit  it  at  once, 
and  get  ready  to  meet  it — a  new  era  is  upon  us. 
Revolutionary  changes  are  in  the  air,  for  new  and 
fundamental  ideas  have  taken  possession  of  the  great 
majorities  of  the  world.  The  new  problems  which 
confront  us  are  those  that  can  be  grappled  with  only 
by  larger  aggregations  of  nujney,  men,  and  power. 
Organization  and  efficiency  are  the  watchwords  of 
the  hour,  and  "nuiddling  through"  is  a  fetish  of  the 
past.  The  problems  of  Empire  are  so  urgent — so 
critical  out  here  on  the  new  Pacific — that  we  of  all 
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incn  caniiot  withuut  piutcst  aff(»r(l  to  flv  in  the  far*' 
(»r  sn  coiispiriious  a  PntvidciK'c,  There  are  said  to  he 
two  si(h's  to  every  <|uestion,  hut  we  must  make  t-x- 
eejttioiis  of  the  ( atey;oneal  imperative,  and  Lord 
(Jrey's  project.  For  it  is  not  more  certain  that  two 
and  tw(»  aic  four  than  that,  if  the  British  Empire  is 
to  fnlHI  its  purpose,  the  slipshod  methods  <»f  irre- 
sponsihU'  seatteration  must  retire  hefctre  the  spirit 
of  jrettinii'  toji<'ther, 

I  want  to  say  to  you,  (lentlemen,  that  this  project 
is  one  which  vitally  concerns  the  jH'rmanent  interests 
of  British  Columhia.  Here  in  Vancouver  we  inuh'r- 
stand,  or  (»u,uht  to  understand,  tliat  we  have  n(»  time 
to  lose  in  overtaking;  and  j^uidinu  the  ominous  \v(»rld- 
njovements  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Here  is  where  the 
Kmpiij'  will  he  lost  or  won.  Here  is  where  we  are 
to  decide  whether  the  white  or  yelhtw  man  is  to  he 
sui)reme  upon  this  vast  water.  Hen*  the  scattered 
tln-eads  of  world  iiolitics  are  to  he  j^athered  up  and 
woven  into  the  fabric  of  Eiu'pire,  and  here  is  where 
history  shall  say,  if  this  is  uot  done  and  done  at  once, 
that  the  Kmi)ire  was  lost  to  tlie  British  race.  Wo 
ai-e  facinu  a  critical  moment  in  our  own  devel<»inneut 
at  this  pi-esent  time,  and  we  ouj,dit  to  know  what  we 
(h»  in  the  next  few  years  out  h<'re — what  we  do  for 
and  w  ith  the  Emi)ire  is  hkoly  to  chan,ij:o  or  settle  the 
directi(m  of  events  for  centuries  to  come.  In  i)ropur- 
tion  as  we  realize  the  solemnity  of  the  issue,  shall  we 
he  able  to  j;rasp  the  significance  (»f  any  and  every 
factor  which  will  in  j,a'eater  or  less  decree  help  to 
synthesize  the  assets  of  Empire,  orj>:anize  our  trade 
in  th«>  nnitual  interests,  gather  toy:ether  and  l)ind  our 
racial  enthusiasms  into  one  efficient  whole,  and  pre- 
pai-e  ourselves  for  the  task,  whatever  it  may  cost  us, 
of  establishing  our  free  institutions  upon  the  empty 
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l)lac(>s  of  our  inhoi-itaiH'o  and  inakinjr  that  land  now 
occupied  hy  Britons  free  land  fort-vcr. 

Outside,  perhaps,  the  defences  of  the  Pacifi<' 
Hemisphere,  1  know  of  no  sinj,'le  factor  that  more 
eflfici<'ntly  will  promote  the  realization  <.f  the  dream 
of  our  race,  which  is  the  boldest  dream  of  any  race; 
or  that  will  do  more  toward  the  vital  uniticati<»n  of 
our  P.mpirc,  which  is  the  proudest  Kmpire  this  i)lanet 
ever  has  held  toj^ether;  or  that  nM»re  effectually  will 
c(»nserve  the  moral  power  of  Anj,'lo-Saxon  institu- 
tions, which  certainly  have  righteously  prevailed 
over  a  wider  reach  ()f  earth  and  sea  than  those  of  any 
other  race  or  ajic;  than  this  living;  and  perpetual 
Emblem  (»f  synthesis  of  all  the  elements  of  Kmpire 
— this  fundamental  and  architect«»nic  idea  of  the  man 
wli<»m  the  Emjiire  resj)ects  for  his  conspicuous  al)ili- 
ties,  loves  for  his  human  sympathies,  and  trusts  for 
his  spotless  honor.  I  repeat  that  the  British  Empire 
will  hold  responsible  the  man  or  men  who  make  the 
blunder  or  conunit  the  crime  of  thwartinj?  this  Em- 
pire building'  scheme  ajiainst  which  only  interests 
and  not  arj?uments  can  avail.  Here  is  an  api)eal  with 
a  moral  sancti(»n.  There  is  here  a  call  of  d..ty,  to 
which,  thank  (Jod,  the  British  race  has  not  yet 
ceased  to  respond.  It  is  the  call  of  province  to  prov- 
ince— Dominion  to  Dominion — Briton  to  Briton — let 
us  Ket  toj,'ether,  let  us  no  longer  drift  apart.  We 
want  a  definite  centre  for  our  vague  circumferences. 
If  it  is  true,  as  Longfellow  has  said,  that  "each  man's 
chinniey  is  his  g(tlden  milestone — the  central  point 
from  which  he  measures  every  distance,"  liow  true 
will  it  be  for  the  pioneer  building  for  Anglo-Saxon 
ideals  in  the  Empire's  widest  reaches,  that  every  dis- 
tance for  him  will  be  measured  to  the  centre  of  his 
racial    organization    in    that    "golden    milestone" 
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wliicli,  let  us  li(i|M-,  Lord  (Jrry  will  i-calizc  for  lis. 
Frankly,  we  an-  not  immd  to  be  known  ajid  nicas- 
ni('<l  by  the  fi'W  (liny:y  lofts  and  corner  y;ro«M'ri<'s 
scattered  and  lost  in  the  Wewihh'rinji;  aj;f<rey;ation  of 
seven  millions  of  people.  Let  us  have  the  "(Johh'n 
Milestone."  Let  us  have  the  House  of  Welcome. 
Let  the  Kmpire  liav(;  a  Home.  To  whom  in  all  tlie 
Kmi»ir<'  in  this  ;i('neration  would  we  more  readily 
f<»llow  or  moi'e  implicitly  trust .'  To  whom  would  we 
more  j;ladly  vield  <»ur  j,Mateful  tiibuti's  for  that 
stioke  of  sympatheti<*  insi^iht  which  I  am  sure  is  to 
yive  us  that  one  Imix'rial  Thinj;,  the  very  naming 
of  which  provokes  our  winuU-r  that  \\v  have  l)een  so 
ionii  without  it.  That  was  a  j^reat  service  Lord  (irey 
rendered  the  Empire  when  he  put  forward  the  i)lan 
foi-  the  Dominion  House.  "To  give  to  human  minds 
the  directit»n  which  they  shall  ictain  for  ag<'s,"  says 
Macauley,  "is  the  rare  prenvuative  of  a  few  Imperial 
spirits."  fiord  (irey  may  yet  pntve  the  truth  of  the 
old  saying  that  "a  moment  t>f  inspiration  is  worth  a 
lifetime  (»f  e.\p«'rience." 


After  the  ab(»v(>  a<l(lress.  Dr.  Vrooman  presented 
the  foll<»wing  res(»lution,  which  was  very  happily  sec- 
onded by  Mr.  Alfred  Buckley,  M.A.  The  resolution 
was  unanimously  adopted. 


UK   IT  HKSOLVKD:— 

That  the  Progress  Club  of  \'anconver  heartily 
and  unaninumsly  endorses  the  project  knowu  as  the 
Dominion  House  on  the  Aldwych  Site  in  London, 
and  that  it  i-ecommends  that  the  trade  and  profes- 
sional organizations.  Provinces.  Dependencies,  and 
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l)Hiiiiiii«»iiH  <»r  tlu'  Knipin-  support  it  »ssihli' 

way  on  thr  «:ioiui(ls  set  forth  l»y  '  .  that  it 

would  ('ual»l<': — 

(1)  'Ihc  (iovcriuncnts  of  the  ;,'ov»  iiiin^'  Do- 
minions and  of  their  States  and  Provinees  t..  i-one«-n- 
trate  on  one  eentral  site  their  offices,  now  w  i.h-ly  dis- 
trihut«'d  in  different  parts  of  L(»n<l<.n. 

(2)  The  attention  of  the  lioiue  eonsuiuer  to  he 
effeetively  and  impressively  t'oeussed  on  the  pro<lucts 
of  the  I)omini(»ns  Oveiseas. 

C-i)  The  manufacturers  of  the  Tnited  Kinuch.ni 
in  ascertain  and  to  meet  the  re(|uirements  of  (Ireati-r 
IJritain. 


MCirtC    «t(tTI«S    LIMtTID.       TMI    HITROPOLITAN    F«f1»" 

VANCOUVm.    ■  C 


